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INSTITUTO VENEZOLANO DE GENEALOGIA
A REPORT ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SIMÓN BOLÍVAR AND HENRIQUE CAPRILES RADONSKI
The finding of a relationship between Dr. Henrique CAPRILES-RADONSKI and Simón BOLÍVAR is the outcome of a constructive process. 

The process started with research into Dr. CAPRILES-RADONSKI's  deep roots into Venezuelan history through his paternal grandmother, Mrs. Laura (GARCÍA-ARJONA) CAPRILES, and the point of departure was our finding of the marriage of the two paternal grandparents, Dr. Armando CAPRILES-MYERSTON, born in Coro (Falcón State) on 22 December 1894, the son of Elías CAPRILES-RICARDO and Sara María (MYERSTON) CAPRILES, and Laura GARCÍA-ARJONA

Their marriage took place in the Altagracia Roman Catholic Parish in Caracas, on 6 July 1936 (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-23283-45028-58?cc=1951777&wc=12872836). One of their children, Henrique CAPRILES-GARCÍA, married Mrs. Monica Cristina RADONSKI-BOCHENEK, and are the parents of Dr. Henrique CAPRILES RADONSKI.

The groom's parents were both from the island of Curazao, of very prominent Sephardic roots. He was a direct descendant of Mordechai RICARDO, one of the most prominent members of the Community in Curazao, a close friend of Simón Bolívar, who funded part of his exile there, and then hosted both of Bolivar´s sisters when they fled Venezuela during the wars of Independence.

Henrique´s paternal grandmother, Laura GARCÍA-ARJONA, in turn, was born in Betijoque (Trujillo State) on 25 April 1914, the daughter of Julio GARCIA-JUGO and María Teresa (ARJONA-CUBILLÁN) GARCÍA, who in turn were married in Betijoque on 12 October 1908 (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-23229-4553-23?cc=1951777&wc=12872154), as per our finding. María Teresa was the daughter of Francisco ARJONA and Herminia (CUBILLÁN) ARJONA. 

His great-grandfather, Julio GARCÍA JUGO, in turn, was also born in Betijoque, the son of Julio GARCÍA-SÁNCHEZ (son of Santiago Felipe GARCÍA and Merced SÁNCHEZ), who had also married in Betijoque on 10 April 1887 (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-23229-5648-0?cc=1951777&wc=12872154), to Elvira Rosa JUGO-DUBUC ( 
).

His great-great grandmother, Elvira Rosa JUGO-DUBUC, born in Betijoque, was the daughter of Fernando JUGO-FERRER, a descendant of families prominent in Maracaibo, the son of Domingo JUGO and Mariana (FERRER) JUGO. Fernando JUGO-FERRER was married in Betijoque on 6 March 1863 (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-23229-6766-85?cc=1951777&wc=12872154) to Corina DUBUC-BOLÍVAR.

His great-great-great grandmother Corina DUBUC-BOLÍVAR was born in Casigua (Falcón State) on 25 May 1836 and baptised there on 15 August 1836, as per our own findings. She was the daughter of Joseph DUBUC-D'AUTAN, born in Bordeaux, who served as a corsair on behalf of Venezuela during the war of Independence, and died in Puertos de Altagracia (Zulia State) on 16 April 1852, and Ramona BOLIVAR, who died in Puertos de Altagracia (currently the city of Cabimas) on 7 November 1851.

According to our recent finding, M. Joseph DUBUC-D'AUTAN and Mrs. Ramona BOLÍVAR were married in the Our Lady of Chiquinquirá Parish in the city of Maracaibo (Zulia State) on 21 June 1835 (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-23236-45996-46?cc=1951777&wc=12871467), as per our recent findings, and had numerous descendants. 

As established in their marriage records, Ramona BOLÍVAR was the daughter of Carlina BOLÍVAR-CHACIN, who died in Maracaibo on 18 August 1834 (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-23241-25833-23?cc=1951777&wc=12871461#uri=https://api.familysearch.org/records/waypoint/12869860?cc%3D1951777), as per our recent findings, and is recorded there as the daughter of Don Juan Agustin BOLÍVAR and Doña Ana María CHACIN. This study corrects prior publications which had Ramona and Carlina as sisters.
Don Juan Agustin BOLIVAR was a much older half brother of Simón BOLÍVAR, The Liberator. an illegitimate son of their father, Don Juan Vicente BOLÍVAR, who received a 200 peso legacy in the father's will. His existence was discovered by prominent Maracaibo historian, Dr. Kurt Nagel Von Jess, current Director of the Zulia State Historic Heritage, who located his marriage to Doña Ana María CHACÍN on 22 November 1772 (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-23228-19933-85?cc=1951777&wc=12871402), which clearly shows the groom mentions as the son of Don Juan Vicente BOLIVAR. 
Dr. Nagel's finding was the first known to show the existence of a half brother of Simon BOLIVAR. Doña Ana María CHACIN was the daughter of Don Juan Ubaldo CHACIN and Doña María Paula MIJARES.

Don Juan Agustín BOLÍVAR would have been 30-35 years older than Simón BOLÍVAR and seems to have died before the Independence wars began. He travelled to Caracas in 1786 to prove his parentage and claim more funds, as was reported by the magazine "El Desafío de la Historia" (Year I, # 2). The record of his claim was originally filed under "General Records - 1786 B # 5, of the Caracas General Registry, now at the National Archive of Venezuela. 

This last information was provided by another descendant, from the same branch, Dr. Emilio Ochoa, who had family notes from 1925, when his direct line proved their relationship to Simón Bolívar. This information - received today, July 23rd - confirms all of the above.

We now have the interesting situation - for the first time in Venezuela - where the Presidential candidate and his campaign manager, Leopoldo López Mendoza, are both blood relatives of The Liberator, Simón Bolívar ( 
).
Caracas, 24 July 2012 - Simón Bolívar's 221st birthday.

Antonio A. Herrera-Vaillant

President

Instituto Venezolano de Genealogía

(Venezuelan Genealogical Institute)
� Her marriage and ancestry is covered in the essay by Dr. Juan Carlos Morales Manzur, a former Director of the Zulia State Historic Heritage, "La Familia Maracaibera del Libertador Simón Bolívar", in an anthology - "Aportes del Zulia a la Genealogía Venezolana"- pgs. 452-465, 2007


� As per my book "El Nudo Deshecho: Compendio Genealógico de El Libertador", published last year by the National Academy of History and the Venezuelan Genealogy Institute, Dr. Leopoldo-López Mendoza is a direct descendant of Simón Bolívar's full sister, Juana Bolívar, through her daughter Benigna Palacios-Bolívar her grandaughter, María Concepción Palacios-Amestoy; her great grandaughter, Luisa Teresa Goiticoa-Amestoy; her great-great grandson, Eduardo Mendoza-Goiticoa; her great-great-great grandaughter, Antonieta Mendoza de López, who is Leopoldo López-Mendoza's mother.





